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A CALL FOR PRAYERFUL DISCERNMENT ABOUT OUR FUTURE
April 6, 2009

Churches Uniting in Christ (CUIC) is a relationship among three historically black and seven
predominantly white Christian communions that have pledged to live more closely together in
expressing their unity in Christ, to combat racism together, and to work for the day when our
ministries are fully recognized and reconciled..

Officially inaugurated in 2002 in Memphis, Tennessee, the churches of CUIC pledged themselves to
eight Marks of Commitment (these can be found on the CUIC website). The churches have had a
history together dating to the early 1960s in a relationship at that time called the Consultation on
Church Union.

As churches in the context of the United States, CUIC member communions share a long history of a
call to racial reconciliation. Even as we commit to answer God’s call to racial reconciliation,
however, a breach of relationship has occurred within the fellowship as some of the churches have
recently stated that they have not experienced CUIC as a place of racial reconciliation. The African
Methodist Episcopal Zion Church, has severed their relationship with CUIC; but all recognize that as
churches in covenant relationship, we have not sufficiently attended to racial injustice as a church
dividing issue and have not faithfully fulfilled this mark of our covenant relationship.

At a national Plenary gathering in 2008, the churches determined that in the face of this disconnect
between intent and impact, they would take time to grieve this breach in our covenant relationship,
understand how racism operates both within our CUIC relationship and the wider church, and
discern how God’s call to racial reconciliation and justice is served through CUIC as a fellowship of
churches. A committee of senior church leaders was convened to make recommendations on how to
move forward.

The committee recommended that a hiatus be observed, during which time the churches will review
ways in which they have been faithful to all of the Eight Marks of Commitment of CUIC since 2002,
and ways they have yet to attend that call. Heads of CUIC member churches will gather in early
2010 to reflect on the results of their churches’ discernment processes and consider how they
believe their churches can move forward.

During this time of discernment and hiatus, CUIC’s organizational activities will be suspended, and
ecumenical officers of member communions will serve as organizational leadership to guide the
churches through the process outlined above.

Acknowledging the break in relationships, understanding how the sin of racism may be alive in our
relationships and discerning the future of CUIC is a painful and difficult process. We ask for your
prayers during this time of discernment.
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Finally, the CUIC Plenary gathering in St. Louis in 2008 called for a next Plenary in 2011. If you have
questions or comments about CUIC, please be in contact with the ecumenical officer for your
denomination [listed in the column to the left].

We continue to pray and work for the day where justice and reconciliation will give evidence of God’s
beloved community in which all may dwell in the fullness of life promised in Jesus Christ.
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African Methodist Episcopal Church
www.amechnet.org
Bishop John F. White
P.O. Box 277718

Miramar, FL 33027
Telephone: 954-416-5133

Email: bishopwhite130@aol.com
African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church

Bishop George Walker
Senior Bishop
P.O. Box 26770
Charlotte, NC 28221
Telephone: 704-599-4630
email: charped@aol.com

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)

www.disciples.org

The Reverend Dr. Robert K. Welsh
Council on Christian Unity
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
P.O. Box 1986
Indianapolis, Indiana 46206-1986

(317) 713-2585
rwelsh@ccu.disciples.org

Christian Methodist Episcopal Church
wWww.Cc-m-e.org

Bishop Ronald Cunningham
Ecumenical Officer
1616 E. llinois,
Dallas, TX 75216
Telephone: 214-372-9073
email: bishoprc7302@aol.com

The Episcopal Church

www.ecusa.anglican.org

The Right Reverend C. Christopher Epting
Deputy for Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations
Episcopal Church Center
815 Second Avenue
New York, NY 10117

(800) 334-7626 ext. 6220
(212) 716-6220
in i Ichurch.or

International Council of Community Churches

www.icccusa.com

The Reverend Herman Harmelink, lll
Ecumenical Officer
International Council of Community Churches
34 Sheldon Drive
Poughkeepsie, New York 12603

845-473-1652
harmelin@localnet.com
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Moravian Church Northern Province

The Rev. Dr. Hermann Weinlick
2834 39th Avenue South
Minneapolis, MN 55406

Telephone: 612-722-6168
inlick@

Presbyterian Church (USA)

www.pcusa.org

The Reverend Robina M. Winbush
Ecumenical Officer
Presbyterian Church (USA)

100 Witherspoon Street
Louisville, Kentucky 40202

(502) 569-5431
rwinbush@ctr.pcusa.org

United Church of Christ
WWWw.ucc.org

The Reverend Lydia Veliko
Ecumenical Officer
United Church of Christ
700 Prospect Avenue
Cleveland, OH 44115

(216) 736-2191

United Methodist Church
www.umc.org

The Rev. Stephen J. Sidorak Jr.
General Secretary GCCUIC
The United Methodist Church
475 Riverside Drive - Rm 1300
New York, NY 10115
Telephone: 212-749-3553
idorak ic-umc.or:

PARTNER IN MISSION AND DIALOGUE

www.elca.org
The Rev. Dr. Donald J. McCoid

Director of Department for Ecumenical Affairs

8765 West Higgins Rd
Chicago, IL 60631

773-380-2611
773-380-2977

donald.mccoid@elca.org
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